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’ A Functional definition of poverty obtained through the identification of those people 

who are located at the lower end of any of the dimensions that are considered important 

for citizens.Poverty can be seen as a part of an economic, political, social and symbolic 

hierarchywith the poor placed at the bottom of the hierarchy“ �
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AN AGRAWAL ������ ��  KUN DAN LAL �'���
����<)'ƒ��+S�
’ Vicious circle of poverty:- ''Poverty the cause of poverty'' Low income leads to low 

saving, low saving leads to low investment, low investment results in low productivity 

and low productivity leads to low incomes“  
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Micro soft Encarta Encyclopedia 2001��'���
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�� ���
’’’’ Poverty:- condition of having insufficient resources or income, In its most extreme 

form, poverty is a lack of basic human needs, such as adequate and nutritious food, 

clothing, housing, Clean water & health services. The worlds poorest people struggle 

daily for food, shelter & other necessities. They often suffer from severe malnutrition, 

epidemic disease outbreaks:- famine, and war . 

Extreme poverty:- Which threatens people's health or lives, is also known as 

destitution or absolute poverty - - - Relative poverty:- is the condition of having fewer 

resources or less income than others with in a society or country or compared to world-

wide average.“ �
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Causes of poverty:-primary factors that may lead to poverty include  

 1. Over population         

 2. The unequal distribution of resources in the world economy, 

 3. Inability to meet high standards of Living & costs of Living,  

 4. Inadequate education and employment opportunities,  

 5. environmental degradation, 6. certain economic and demographic trends & 

incentives  
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Effects of poverty 

1. Malnutrition& starvation ('0U���'$�y2
��D���•����0D )3 

2. Infectious disease and exposure to the elements ('$??s�  ‚�"#3�

'
0�‚q��'���¢�‚����'� )3 

3. Mental illness and drug dependence(����6� � �
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4. Crime and violence (
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’ Development is an improvement in the quality of life. That is increase in the expectancy 

of life, better food, clothing and shelter, more education, and skill-formation of the 

people.It also includes formation of scientific attitudes/temperament, and modernization 

of cultural values. 

      

It is over-coming the obstacles of developing potential, so that creating circumstances 

favorable for high per capital income. Development is up lifting the living standard of the 

people.“ �
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����



 14 

	&�� &'�+	&�� &'�+	&�� &'�+	&�� &'�+S SSS� ���� ��0$Q�� ('
��� �p�� !��B�� H�B� ���� �&
p3�

 �D� ����2R���) �
����&�<D��p���†��3�'��)����pN���& ,u
��

�Q��'{#����LG��‹���
>�"#�� &-�A���!"#���
�6�<01�CL� &�0D�

��<u
�K��™��)	E	++�

������

���� �)�� '�z	� 
����  	&�� 
<–w?� R�z	� '&'�� ����� ('�/
��

��	�¡#� C-��� 
<� -��� �'(('�++� ��<� �2h?�� D�� ��m �� �
�6 � <013�

���B� �
L�� 
CL� ) �3� �2.�� �)	D'{��  R?'�� &DŠ�3� �������

�)	D'{��  R?'�� &DŠ�3� ���G#�� �E��� 5�� �2�3� �!"#� ��&>�

��m&
>3���-���i������I}&,���)�����y2�3��$& :��(	$& :�-.t#�

���3� �›�}'{1�� ��0�3� �01�  R?'�� �&DŠ�� �p�� S� S� S� 
-$� ' �2RQ��

�#?'�++�
�

’ Development and planning of modern education“   �$�'
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’ The term National development is very comprehensive. It includes all aspects of the life 

of an individual and the nation cultural, material, moral, physical spiritual and social- All 

aspects of development are very important & interrelated also. If one aspect remains 

undeveloped, others are also affected. - - - National development is not synonym with 

economic development though economic development is an important facet of national 

development. - - - National development is the total effect of all citizen's forces and 

addition to the stock of physical, human resources, knowledge and skill. - - -The united 

nation decade report has defined it as National development is growth plus change.  

     

Change intern is social and cultural as well as economic and qualitative as well as 

quantitative. 

 

Broad Indicators of National development 

 1. Infant mortality rate under 5 Years of age 

 2. Infant mortality rate under 1 Year of age 

 3. Gross National product per capital (GNP)  

 4. Life expectancy at birth 
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 5. Total adult literacy rate 

 6. % of age group completing primary school  

 7. Total population“ �
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’ Traditional societies worried about problems that arise at times of illness, disaster or 

death, all of which are beyond the capacity of an individual to tackle alone. Members of 

society there fore form self-help associations with their close neighours and are supposed 
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to fulfil all expectations required from one another. Apart from benefiting from self help, 

becoming a member of these associations is a way of social participation and developing 

a sense of belongingness.“ �

������

 &<D� ?�� �'�� �)6#� �&,}�� &� 0Q�� �&,(������ �™�� <D� ��
> �"#��

$%H5� '&'L� �9Q���  $'(�� �	C�� &<9A�� (�4	)*	++� � 0]� ��f �

'��f�����‰���‹���
>���4�9	++�C-���� ?��������<01A�� ��	��u
�

D'!�� ��
>
�� �&>]�� (2���'�	++� �H�3� ���3� )>mZ<r[3� 
�� 73� &� ��

���''����<01AG#���0$Q ���9Q��4�6��&,2R��/
��CL$|�&�  9B��

��I}&,(B�2R&>��(?/
����?B�PQ.G#��/
�++�

������

���� ���0$Q�� �L	� �7� ��u�� �)9���  �u
��  $�2	� �&,(�4	�/ 
���

��'�� &&w?�� �'&�#'�� ��0��� �4�9'�++� �$� :�� ��DQ��� ��j �3�

��
�6~� ��0�3� ��LF�� ��0�� ��$� ��� N���  �	R�� (�('�++� � '�

��0��2R&>��C$'(�� ��0$Q��C&,
):�� �� 
�� �U>'{#��€G‹�� ��2p��
’ ��� �(�0��� ��(�� “ � ’ C������]���'�����
,] “ � ’ ag�'{&,�'����!
��S�

S�S�“ ���$� ���&,}0������£�(�('��

����

�)�9)>���.0Q�� ��0���'��9�����$5�6��}0
���u�ˆ�)�9)>���.0Q�� ��0���'��9�����$5�6��}0
���u�ˆ�)�9)>���.0Q�� ��0���'��9�����$5�6��}0
���u�ˆ�)�9)>���.0Q�� ��0���'��9�����$5�6��}0
���u�ˆ� ���

�9���� u
� �'.'{#� �F�� &
p� '�
�	�� 2h&,� ������ C��2]��  ? ��

'
<s�� �F�� !F� ��<�<F(� '�u�� ��<&,#	� ����	++� �)�9)>�� $ 5�6�

'),-.
�� �‰�$�� C'.'{#� ���0$Q�� �L'{#�  ��0�� �'� 	&�� ��� R��
��

	����'������++�

����

\XWXT�C���Vn(�
�o�����$5�6\XWXT�C���Vn(�
�o�����$5�6\XWXT�C���Vn(�
�o�����$5�6\XWXT�C���Vn(�
�o�����$5�6� ���

�

 '.'{#��)6#��!"#� $'(���	C��$<9j$
����� �(/
���('&' �++� -���

k��L�������LF�B��)��&'��������$5�6�R�†��$<�t�R��„	+ +�

'' In the context of increasing out -migration of villagers, self-help organizations-in Which 

people from a common place of origin unite-come in to existence in Ghanaian cities from 

1950s on ward.���
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Today they are a widespread and well-known phenomenon  in urban settings uniting 

migrants from all areas of Ghana. They call them selves ''Youth and Development 

Associations'' The term ''Youth'' refers to the fact that it was mainly young men who left 

the village to make their fortune abroad. These urban associations were initially and 

primarily established for mutual assistance among migrants. However most migrants 

regard their stay abroad to be temporarily and, thus maintain relations with their relatives 

at home. For these reasons, the associations in due course also started a considerable 

number of development projects in their home communities .  

 

They work by investing money raised from member ship fees of collections and by 

utilising the knowledge and urban contacts of their member.The associations are thus 

able to exert considerable influence on the development of their home areas and are often 

the driving force in planning and implementing community projects. Typical project 

activities are: Construction and Rehabilitation of roads, building of schools health 

stations, or community centers and improvement of the water supply. 

 

Development issues are discussed among migrants and village inhabitants at annual 

general meetings which are held in their home community. As part of these discussions, 

plans for action are drawn up that include contributions in kind and in money by urban 

associations as well as by villages. project progress is reviewed by villagers and migrants 

at general meetings that follow. Apart from these events, members of the youth and 

development associations usually meet once a month in town. 

 

Support channelled by associations to the respective home  community is considered to 

be obligatory and is there fore widely practiced. This obligation results from the fact that 

according to tradition each Village inhabitant, including migrants, has to be buried at 

home. with out having contributed to the development of the community during the 

migratory period, an individual will not be given any social recognition on his return, and 

as a rule the traditional village leaders will not allow his family to bury him at home. one 

feels obliged to contribute to the development of his village because at the end of the day 

one will have to go back home 
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Two examples of youth and development associations are Tsito youth and development 

association and Tanchara youth and development associations. The development 

associations are Supported by donors & government. 
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''Whenever the Guraghes may settle their traditional heritage and practices permeates all 

aspects of their life. These practices are means of sharing the ''good'' and the ''bad,'' . They 

bring together the Guraghes at times of birth and, marriage for feasting and at times of 

disease and death for support and ensuring. The Guraghes are very enterprising, and 

usually successful business people, become wealthy, intermarry with other ethnic groups, 

yet they seem to retain a strong sense of attachment to their own class and home base, 

and maintain a great sense of solidarity with their Kinsmen. The traditional legacy and 

adherence to its standards play an important role in the behavior of a Guraghe.{It may 

there fore be possible to conclude that the strong traditional and cultural traits tend to 

enhance community feeling and facilitate co-operation}'' 
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''Although the Guraghes have their Own honorable cultural traits which are their 

distinguishing features, they are receptive to those changes from the out side that can 

contribute to the socio-economic well being of the society. However, change is itself 

inherent in the society's life. The Guraghes  are creative and manipulative enough to use 

their existing mutual self-supporting culture for the social and economic benefit of their 

people. They thus became a model in organizing an internationally known and reputed 

self-help association that acted as a vehicle for the socio-economic goals they achieved 

through GRCA. This is an Excellent indicator of their creativity and commitment. They 

became a model in this sphere of hard work, showing confidence and self-esteem. Thus, 

They are not only receptive to positive aspects of change, but are themselves bearers of 

enormous change that enabled  them to be what they are at the moment'' 
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